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FOCUS ON



A very warm 
welcome

A note from the editor...

F C E

I am delightedto welcomeyou to our Summer2020magazine,our
secondin our series.

We hada great responseto the inauguralmagazineso thanksto all
those who provided some feedback,its great to engagewith you
andLΩƳgladyouenjoyedit. I hopethis edition isasfun!

SadlyCovid-19 remainsa major constraintto how we live our daily
lives but there is light at the end of the tunnel. We are delighted
that the SupercarFestTheHill at ShelsleyWalshin Worcestershireis
still on. [ŜǘΩǎhope that goes ahead! We are also now actively
planningtasting eventsfor later in summerand autumn. We are
raringto go,but with safetyuppermostin our minds.

Summerin Champagneis a busytime with the vinesflowering and
grapesripening. Focusfor the vineyardworkersis makingsure the
vinesget all the care neededto deliver a quality harvest,find out
more about what they are doing in my pieceά{ǳƳƳŜǊin the
±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘǎέ.

AsȅƻǳΩƭƭseeLΩǾŜprovidedanupdateon the ChampagneVanandits
recent overhaul. The great news is that it will soon be fully up to
longer journeys,and with small family events in mind, the van is
available for hire if you are hosting a family or close friends
gathering. Why not have the van along, we can do a tasting and
serveup somegreatchampagne!

Cheers!

Pete

2



FOCUS ON

OUR EXCLUSIVE TRAVEL PARTNER

This summer season, we take time out to 
focus on our luxury travel partner 

arrangeMYESCAPE
who can provide all your travel and 

accommodation when 
you join one of our experiences  
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A Family Owned Local Business

Back in 1990, founder Simon Scott first
established his business Book-o-Tel and
started a journey that hasbeenevolvingfor
30 years. In 2015Book-o-Telwasrebranded
as arrangeMYand arrangeMYESCAPEsoon
followedasthe highstreet presenceoffering
luxury travel and accommodation. We are
delighted that they have agreed to act as
our travel partner to help get you to the
location and stay when you join our events
andexperiences.

Getting to our Experiences and Events

We recognise travel and accommodation
make up an important part of your
experience. ²ŜΩǾŜaskedarrangeMYESCAPE
to offer you their expertise in finding the
best accommodation,and travel options for
you.

Meeting Your Travel Aspirations

Jenniferand her team will be ready to
help you when you need any adviceor
help booking travel or accommodation.
Whether the event is here in the UK,or
over in Champagneitself, they have
accessto the best hotels and placesto
stay as well as being able to provide
ideasfor the best waysof travel to any
destination.
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Reims and Epernay ςOur Main Destinations in France

Our keydestinationsin the Champagneregionare Reimsand Epernay,both wonderful
placesto experiencethe very best of champagneculture. With their expertiseand
knowledge,arrangeMYESCAPEare well placedto support you in the best way to get
there (andback)anda enjoya relaxingstayin the type of accommodationyouprefer.

Whetheryou wish to drive, take theά/ƘǳƴƴŜƭέor a ferry, or evenfly andhire a car,the
team canadviseandbookeverythingfor you. Whenit comesto accommodation,there
is somuchto choosefrom andall the optionscanbe searchedandfound for you,often
with discountedrates.

You can speak to any of the team on 01905 675015, or send an email to 
WORCESTER@ARRANGEMYESCAPE.COM

arrangeMYESCAPEare members of ABTA which means your travel arrangements are 
financially protected. 

www.arrangemyescape.com



Summer in the Vineyards
Thespringshootsarenow beginningto
flower and summertimein Champagne
is in full swing. For the vineyard
workers, there is no time to rest and
there are somecritical activitiestaking
place now to ensurethe harvest is as
goodasit canbe.

Early to mid Junewe start to seeάƭŀ
Floraisonέςthe flowering. Theflowers
are checkedfor strength and structure
to ensurethey are going to give good
fruit. Coulure and Millerandage are
two problems that can affect
fertilisation.

The next stageisά[ŀNouaisonέςthe
fruit setting. Here the seeds are
fertilised, the number of seeds
fertilised affectsthe sizeof the harvest
in September.

Frommid Juneonwardsthe growth of
the vinesis fastandfurious!Tomanage
that hectic growth, a process called
Palissagetakesplace.

Palissageis done by hand and
involvesthe trainingandseparation
of the through wires strung
betweenthe posts.

Thishelpsthe grapesripen as they
havebetter exposureto the sun. It
takes80 hours to do 1 hectare! Its
important that the vines are
aeriatedso that theyŘƻƴΩǘbecome
entangledandform clumps.

As the vines grow high, so the
excessgrowth mustbe trimmed off.
This is a process called Ecimage,
done using a pair of shearsheld
upside down! You must avoid
cutting off young grapesso ƛǘΩǎa
job done by hand, not a tractor.
Theexcessfoliagesidesof the vines
are also trimmed, this is known as
Rognageand again helps the sun
get to the grapes.

Assummerdeepens,so the grapes
ripen, known as La Veraison, and
the harvest in SeptemberƛǎƴΩǘfar
off!
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5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΧ/ƘŀƳǇŀƎƴŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ
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ü A Vintage champagne is made from grapes harvested in the same 
year and has tobe aged for a minimum of 3 years

ü There are just 17 Grand Cru villages in Champagne which are those 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ŎƘŜƭƭŜ ŘŜ /Ǌǳǎέ ςthe ladder of cru

ü The price of a hectare of vines in the Champagne region in 2018  
was a staggering 1.196million Euros

ü Bollinger, Krug, and Alfred Gratienare the three biggest users of 
oak barrelsto ferment their wines before bottling. Interestingly, 
Champagne Jeeperalso use oak barrels and often ferment for up to 
2 years before ageing 

ü There are some  15,8000 growers of champagne grapes across the 
region, of which 4159 sold their own champagne in 2018. Sadlythis 
number is declining with more and more growers now just 
producing and selling grapes to the main Houses

ü Reims was once a city of motor racing fame with a formula one 
circuit around the roads just to the west of the city. A part of the 
track has been restored and can be seen today.
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Summer Gallery
Summer in Champagne is beautiful with vines showing off their new fruit. 
The weather is perfect for strolling around and taking in the sights. 
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